
6th October 2019  God journeys with us  
 
A few disparate comments. 
 
Having spoken last Sunday about the role of embracing our vulnerabilities in becoming more connected as a 
community, I was intrigued to read various articles following last Saturday’s Grand Final about how the Richmond 
Football Club had gone about building connections across the spectrum of the club and its membership, and of 
how it had to address this matter of vulnerability.  I could have used some of that material in my message. 
 
Our daughter was 10 months old when my father died.  She was crawling around and became a bit of a centre of 
attention as the family gathered to process our loss.  I recall my mum commenting on how it was helping her 
accept her loss to have this new person become part of her life.  Something important had died.  Something 
important had been born.  And they sat in a tension in those moments.  Certainly the advent of the new didn’t 
erase the loss of the old, but it placed it in a frame of reference.  
 
At St. Andrew’s something has died.  Kidz Unplugged came to the end of its life cycle.  On Sunday night something 
new will be born.  A Sunday evening gathering will commence on the first and third Sundays of each month.              
It won’t replace what has concluded but death and new life do live in a dance of life.  
 
It was suggested that I should post Sunday’s ‘Sending Out’ in the newsletter.  The comment was that it often 
collects the thought of that morning’s worship in a way that people might appreciate pondering during the 
coming week.  So here is this Sunday’s ‘Sending Out’. 

 
Remember: 

In every raw emotion, God journeys with us. 
In every painful memory, God offers us healing and grace. 
In every broken story, God holds the pieces in love. 
So go now, revived by the power of God  
 not timid but bold  
 not doubting but trusting  
 like a mustard seed  
 that knows though small  
 that small is enough. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  AMEN! 

 
 
13th October 2019   We need God 
  
I want to congratulate you.  You appear to be functioning quite well in an activity that doesn’t come naturally to 
people like us.  You continue to gather to worship God!  
 
But worship of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is not easy.  Most of us spend most of our weeks focused on 
ourselves, our activities and our needs.  We have chores to fulfil, work to be done.  There are bills to be paid and 
appointments to be kept.  Sometimes we are burdened by anxiety about our friends and family.  At other times, 
our own concerns overwhelm us. 
 
Perhaps our greatest challenge is that we have been taught, in one way or another, that the point of Sunday is 
about us.  That attitude is only natural in a culture that teaches us, in so many ways, to focus on ourselves.  In 
such a world it’s natural that church is presented to you as just another means for getting whatever it is we think 
we must have.  Worship becomes a primitive, Jewish technique that some people find helpful in getting what it is 
they want.  
 
Perhaps you’ve noticed what is missing in this view of Sunday morning worship?  God! 
 
If we go down that path … if we buy into that culture … then we get what we want until our need is fulfilled, or we 
think we can get something better elsewhere, and then we’re off.  We become like nine of the ten lepers in the 
story Jesus told, who when he healed them they took off and never returned.  But one did.  One, a foreigner, 



came back and with humility and gratitude offered his thanks to Jesus.  Perhaps we sometimes feel like that 
‘foreigner’ in our culture when we continue to come to church and engage and worship God.  Because that is 
what it is all about.  God! 
 
So we gather you on a weekly basis to engage in an activity that doesn’t come naturally to us self-centred, self-
consumed people.  We gather to worship God.  We experiment with the countercultural idea that of all the things 
we need in life what we most need is God.  In Sunday worship we confess that most of our most pressing needs in 
life are insoluble by our own efforts.  We need some power greater than our own powers.  We’ve got to have 
some source of hope beyond our own designs.  We need God. 
 
Naturally I hope that while you are at worship you do receive some helpful guidance that you can put into use in 
the coming week.  I hope that if you do come full of anxiety you may receive a new sense of peace and wellbeing.  
 
But mostly I hope that you will meet and be met by God.  That eventful meeting is the source of your greatest 
hope.  That’s one thing that the church does that occurs nowhere else in our community.  That’s the gift you most 
need.  God. 
 
 
20th October 2019  New life  
 
During the week I read of an Indian family digging a grave in which to bury their deceased child, hitting       
something in the ground.  When they dug a little more and removed the pot from the hole, they discovered       
inside a baby who was still alive.  That child was taken to hospital and the family that found her is funding her 
medical costs.  There is a terrible reality of Indian society revealed in that event.  The life of daughter is not 
cherished like that of a son.  Without discounting that shameful reality, I heard in the story a wonderful     
metaphor of persistent faithful living.  They started off digging, fogged in deep grief to bury their own deceased 
child, and from that grave they lifted new life.  
 
The prophet Jeremiah in this week’s section from chapter 31 tells the exiles in Babylon to ‘dig in’ in their new 
landscape.  Their new surrounds felt very barren to them.  They were displaced from everything they held near 
and dear, from the places and practices that gave meaning and purpose to their life.  They were in deep grief.      
Yet the prophet tells them to dig the soil of their land, to plant vegetables and fruit trees and sow crops to 
nourish them, in the promise that God would raise new life from those endeavours.  They did as the prophet 
exhorted them to do and in time became leaders and profitable in their new abode.  They invested in their 
changed society and influenced it with covenant life. 
 
As a church we find ourselves living in a very different landscape than we did a few decades ago.  Then we were 
central to the community and occupied a place of power and influence.  But the landscape has changed.  We now 
find ourselves at the margins.  And the words of the prophet ring true with freshness encouragement for us.             
Dig in.  Get our hands dirty in the soil of this new scenario.  Invest in this changed societal reality.  Make every 
contribution we can to making this a better place that reflects God’s kingdom values – values of justice and mercy 
that values everyone, and particularly looks out for the marginalised and the vulnerable who might be left behind. 
 
If we do that, God promises that in the fullness of time, though we dig through the fog of tears of lament, we shall 
raise from the ground new life to the glory of God. 
 
 
27th October 2019   Giving Thanks Sunday  
   
This Sunday is being celebrated as Giving Thanks Sunday.  Developing a disposition of gratitude and thankfulness 
is an underappreciated dimension on Christian life.  Meister Eckhardt insightfully observed: “If the only prayer we 
ever said was ‘thank you’, it would be enough.” 
 
We are encouraged this weekend to put in place practices that develop an ever more thankful, grateful 
disposition in our living.  Learning to be more thankful has positive outcomes not only for other people that                    
we live among.  It also has some very positive outcomes in our own lives. I will be talking about those                                  
self-benefits in worship.  
 



The Church Council at its October meeting realised that it hasn’t sent out a letter this year inviting us to reflect on 
what we are able, and feel called, to contribute to the church this year.  Some of you have joined us since the last 
letter was circulated.  We are not a big church.  We do not have big financial reserves.  So we are largely 
dependent on our members recognising the value of what we are on about in this community and contributing as 
you are able.  
 
It’s been remiss not to have shared that information with you earlier. Your generosity to the Church enables it to 
continue its kingdom work in this community and beyond.  But giving does more than help others.  It’s good for 
us.  There are four methods by which you can contribute to our church’s mission: 
 
1. the envelope system that reminds us to give even when we’re not here 

 
2. direct debit arrangement through the Synod Office -   

www.uethical.com/uploadsresources/Direct-Offering-Form-U-Ethical- interactive.pdf 
(printed copies of this form are available in the Link brochure rack) 

 
3. regular bank transfer into St. Andrew’s account - 

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Sunbury, BSB 063-548, account 10248671.  
 
4. the open plate week by week when you are here. 
 
As David Steindl-Rast expressed it in Music of Silence: 
 
“Life is given to us; every moment is given.  The only appropriate response therefore is gratefulness.  When we 
wake up to the fact that everything is a gift, it is only natural to be thankful and to look on everything that 
happens as a chance to respond to the Given Life.” 
 


