ZW A mcé «««  Sunday 1st March 2026

Welcome to our Worship Service. If you’re visiting, please join us in the hall afterwards for tea/coffee and a chat!

The World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical {}
Christian laywomen’s initiative. The movement aims to bring

together women of various races, cultures and traditions in a gl
yearly common Day of Prayer, as well as in closer fellowship, ﬁ
understanding and action throughout the year. (q : )

World Day

The theme this year is “I Will Give You Rest:
Come” (Matthew 11: 28-30). The host
country is Nigeria. Our Sunbury Service will
take place on Wednesday 4" March at
7.30pm at the Bethany Lutheran Church
(Brook Street), featuring the Combined
Churches Chorale. All welcome.

Pray for peace and healing in Nigeria’s conflict-affected regions and that
the word of God will bring comfort and transformation to the displaced.

The President’s Lenten [nvitation by Rev. Charissa Suli (President of the
UCA Assembly which is the national body of our church) :
“Return to me with all your heart” Joel 2:12

“The Lenten season is not about giving up chocolate. It is not about surviving
forty days without coffee. If that is all we do, we have missed the invitation.
We begin this season in a world that feels tense and fragile. There is violence
across nations. There is division in public life. We have seen peaceful voices
met with tension. We have witnessed how quickly trust can fracture, and how
deeply communities can feel wounded. Many are carrying grief, anger and
uncertainty — here in Australia and beyond. Lent asks more of us than surface
sacrifice. It asks us to go deeper.

This is the invitation of Lent:

> To examine our hearts

> To confront what shapes our reactions

> To sit longer in prayer than in commentary

> To fast not only from food, but from whatever in us hardens the heart —

pride that places us above others, anger that overshadows mercy, and
anything that diminishes our witness to Christ’s love.

Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness (Matthew 4:1). There, in hunger
and testing, he entrusts himself to God.”

Read the rest of Rev. Charissa’s message here:

A Lenten Invitation from the President — Uniting Church Australia

... continued overleaf
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LENT

Minister
Rev. Fa’amata’u Leota 0401 592 359
minister@sunburyunitingchurch.org.au
The Minister’s days off are:
e every Mon and Sat
e every 3 Fri and 3" Sun
e 5% Sun when it occurs

Church Council Chairperson
Dianne Moon 0404 266 296
dismale@bigpond.com

Church Council Secretary
Chris Morgan-Prosser 0418 113 734
secretary@sunburyunitingchurch.org.au

Editor ‘Keeping in Touch’
Helen Hall 0407 506 507
helenhall88 @gmail.com
Deadline 12pm Thursday

Website and Facebook
http://sunburyunitingchurch.org.au
www.facebook.com/SunburyUnitingChurch

Bank details
BSB 063-548 (CBA)
Account No. 10248671
St. Andrew’s Uniting Church

Postal address
PO Box 784, Sunbury 3429
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UCAF (Uniting Church Adult Fellowship) Our next meeting is at

1.30pm on Thursday 5" March at the church. Please bring something that’s
precious to you, to show everyone and tell us why it holds such fond
memories. All welcome! Enquiries to Robyn Flett on 0423 277 450.

Foofy Tipping It’s that time of the year again! Same rules as before — the
cost to enter is $25 with 50% to be returned to the top four tippers. Footy
starts on the 5" March — just over 3 weeks. We are again running the
St. Andrew’s Restoration Fund footy tipping competition If you’d like to play
this year please pay $25 in cash to Nancy or by bank deposit to:
St. Andrew’s UC Fundraising Group BSB 633 000 Account 11521230
(add your name as a reference)

Then put your tips in on the ESPN footy tipping site. Search for St. Andrew’s
UC Sunbury fundraising (Nancy Prewer as administrator) or click on —
https://footytips.espn.com.au/competitions?ff=settings&competitionld=1207094&c
ompSlug= We will distribute 50% of the prize pool as follows:
1% place 20% 2" place 15% 3" place 10% 4t place 5%
Happy tipping! Nancy Prewer.

Rosters Sunday 8" March
Door: C. Simpson, R. Simpson Communion: D. Moon, N. Prewer
Morning Tea: L. McLaren, M. Mitchell

Readings Sunday 8" March - Lent 3 Where thirst meets Grace
Exodus 17: 1-7 Psalm 95 Romans 5: 1-11 John 4:5-42

Regular Groups

UCAF (Uniting Church Adult Fellowship) meets on 1% Thursdays at
1.30pm at our church. Enquiries to Robyn Flett on 0423 277 450.

Prayer Circle gathers on 2™ and 4" Fridays from 9.30 to 10.30am at Barb’s

home (Unit 1, 5 Timins Street) for a time of quiet prayer for our church family.
Enquiries to Pat Baulch on 0413 567 967 or Barb Ashley on 0410 439 724.

Drop-in Lentre is open every Friday from 11am to 3pm. Drop in for a free
cuppa and chat —the cheapest café in Sunbury! Feel free to browse our many
good quality second-hand books — for sale from 50c to $2.

Enquiries to Jan Semmens on 0400 404 901.

Men’s éroup meets monthly on 1 Saturdays from 10am-12pm in the

Drop-in Centre over coffee and toast to relax and chat — about anything!
Enquiries to Peter Canning 0478 777 400.

News ... Notes ... Advance Diary Dates ... Community Events

Bereavement Sadly we were advised of the passing on Tuesday evening of
our lovely friend Shirley Wellington, by her husband Kingsley who spoke to
Fa’ama about his “beloved Shirley”. Please remember Kingsley and the family
in your prayers. The Service to celebrate Shirley’s life will be held at 10am
on Tuesday 10th March, in the Tobin Bros Chapel (opposite our church).
Light refreshments will be served at Tobins following the Service.

Thank you “l wish to thank the members of the congregation for the gift of a
poinsettia at Christmas time. Thank you also to all those who sent me lovely
cards and messages. It was comforting to me to know that you were thinking
of me and praying for me.” Joycelyn Young.

d?_ecgcling Corner

Use the recycling trolley or boxes
in photocopy room for:
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® x-ray transparencies

e milk bottle lids SATC L

e used biros, textas, highlighters,
correction tape dispensers

e bread bag tags — plastic only
(no tea bag tags or ring pulls please)

e old glasses (spectacles)

e (CDs and DVDs (and plastic cases)

e all coffee/Slurpee cups, plastic
straws and lids — or take to new
7-Eleven on Sunbury Road

e used postage stamps — Joycelyn
and Reg collect for Sammy Stamp

e toner/ink cartridges, batteries,
small electrical devices

e mobile phones and
chargers, to support
Melbourne Zoo’s
‘Gorilla Doctors’
program in East Africa

Use the big container for:
e 10c bottles etc. such as:
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—see flyers on the recycling trolley.

The other side of the story
is to BUY recycled:
The other side of recycling is to try
to buy products made from recycled
materials, in order to create a relevant
market. Without a market, the recycled
material has to go to landfill.

Check out these websites:

https://littleecoshop.com.au

www.onyalife.com/products

www.cleanup.org.au/buy-recycled
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THINK REUSABLE

SHOP

CleanUp ﬁ
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