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 Care for Creation 

Celebrating 800 years of Caring for Creation  
St. Francis of Assisi 

In 2025, the church will celebrate the 800th anniversary of the composition of 

the Canticle of the Creatures. In the spring of 1225, shortly after his 

experience at La Verna, St. Francis of Assisi chose to spend fifty days at the 

Monastery of San Damiano, where St. Clare and the first Poor Sisters lived.  

During his stay at San Damiano, Francis had been suffering through a night of 

pain caused by his illnesses, when he was visited by the Lord, who reassured 

him of His love and salvation. This event led Francis to compose the hymn of 

praise and thanksgiving to God that we all know. 

To follow the celebration online, go to: https://www.centenarifrancescani.org/ 

The Canticle of Creatures (St.Francis) 

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honour and all blessing. To 

You alone, Most High, do they belong, and no human is worthy to mention Your name. 

Praised be you, my Lord, with all Your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun, who is the day, and through 

whom You give us light. And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour; and bears a likeness of 

You, Most High one. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars. In heaven You formed them clear and 

precious and beautiful. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind, and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind 

of weather through which you give sustenance to your creatures. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister water, who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother fire, through whom You light the night, and he is beautiful and 

playful and robust and strong. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who 

produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through those who give pardon for Your love, and bear infirmity and tribulation. 

Blessed be those who endure in peace, for by You, Most High, shall they be crowned. 

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, from whom no one living can escape. 

Woe to those who die in mortal sin. Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will, for the 

second death shall do them no harm. 

Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks and serve Him with great humility.  

https://www.centenarifrancescani.org/index.php/en/
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly see Newsletters – Presbytery of Port Phillip 

West (ucappw.org.au).  Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.   

Please click links or pictures for hyperlinks.   

Next edition submissions 25th March 2024 .   

 

Celebrating 800 years of Caring for Creation  
St. Francis of Assisi [Continued] 

The church owes a great debt to St. Francis of Assisi and to his Canticle of the Creatures for leading it to 

the conviction that all brother and sister creatures make up one family under God’s loving care! All these 

wonderful creatures continue to lift our hearts upward to God in this glorious prayer of praise. 

St Francis’ unqualified love of all creatures, great and small, had grown into unity in his own heart. He 

was so open to reality that it found a place to be at home in his heart and he was at home everywhere 

and anywhere. He was a centre of communion with all creatures. 

2025 is also the 10th Anniversary of the encyclical letter of Pope Francis, Laudato Si': on care for our 
common home. The title comes from the canticle of Saint Francis, “LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – 
“Praise be to you, my Lord”, and sets the theme for Catholic Church teaching that addresses both the 
environmental challenges facing the world and persistent poverty, weaving the two themes together as 
aspects of the same spiritual illness facing the world today. Pope Francis identifies the solution as a 
spiritual one and calls all human beings to embrace an ecological conversion in which they become 
inter-related and inter-dependent with all beings. 
   
It would be wonderful if all Christians could pray The Canticle of Creatures throughout 2025, as a 
path to ecological conversion and a new relationship with the Earth and all of God’s creatures. 

 

For PPW presbytery   

Simpson Grants , and other grants, 

will be out in March start thinking 

now about how your congregation 

might apply for:  

 small property 

 eco-friendly   

 IT & Office equipment  

 mission  

 Festival grants   

In 2025 you will be able to apply for 

grants up to $5000-. 

Lay Preachers & Lay Preacher Candidates can 

audit three Pilgrim subjects for $50– ONLY! 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
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Caring for Creation 2025 Lenten Calendar 
Is Lent as a time to give up bad habits and take up fasting, it is also time to practice spiritual disciplines such as 

prayer and mediation.  This calendar has them all! 

file://C:/Users/Linley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CWCC7FG4/CareforCreation2025LentenCalendar.pdf
file://C:/Users/Linley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CWCC7FG4/CareforCreation2025LentenCalendar.pdf
C:/Users/Linley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CWCC7FG4/CareforCreation2025LentenCalendar.pdf
C:/Users/Linley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CWCC7FG4/CareforCreation2025LentenCalendar.pdf
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Lay Preacher Studies in 2025 

Semester 1 /2 Understanding the UCA  - 25 Feb to 30 June; 5 August to 17 Nov -  

Semester 1 - Exploring Theology in the UCA -24 Feb to 26 May https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-theology-in-the-uca/ 

 Semester 2 - Exploring Christology -7 July to 22 September  https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-christology/ 

Semester 3 - Exploring Preaching in the UCA - 13 October to 24 November - $30  https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-

preaching-in-the-uca/ 

https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-theology-in-the-uca/
https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-christology/
https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-preaching-in-the-uca/
https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-preaching-in-the-uca/
mailto:diane.e.wookey@gmail.com
mailto:diane.e.wookey@gmail.com
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John Wesley Political World 

Prof. Glen O’Brien 

This book employs a global history approach to 
John Wesley’s (1703–1791) political and social 
tracts. It stresses the personal element in Wesley’s 
political thought, focusing on the twin themes of 
‘liberty and loyalty’. Wesley’s political writings re-
flect on the impact of global conflicts on Britain and 
provide insight into the political responses of the 
broader religious world of the eighteenth century. 

They cover such topics as the nature and origin of 
political power, economy, taxes, trade, opposition 
to slavery and to smuggling, British rule in Ireland, 
relaxation of anti-Catholic Acts, and the American 
Revolution. Glen O’Brien argues that Wesley’s po-
litical foundations were less theological than they 
were social and personal. Political engagement was 
exercised as part of a social contract held together 
by a compact of trust. 

The book contributes to eighteenth-century reli-

gious history, and to Wesley Studies in particular, 

through a fresh engagement with primary sources 

and recent secondary literature in order to place 

Wesley’s writings in their global political context. 

World Day of Prayer 

Cook Island Resources 
Theme: “I made you wonderful” 

Project 2025 

Helping women and girls experiencing gender-

based violence by providing trauma healing 

programs. 

https://victas.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/UCHS-event-John-Wesley-s-Political-World.jpg
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Glen%20O%E2%80%99Brien
https://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/cook-islands-i-made-you-wonderful-wdp-project-2025/
https://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/cook-islands-i-made-you-wonderful-wdp-project-2025/


7 

 

I’m recovering from COVID, again, but it’s taking longer this time - I 
tested positive before Christmas. Chronic illness isn’t new to me, but 
this “long-COVID” has forced me to pay attention to my body in a 
way I haven’t in a long time. Because when I don’t, I literally drop.  

Living with chronic illness often means pushing against, and 
sometimes through, physical limitations. Not being able to “push 
through” has made me wonder about the ways I subconsciously 
seek, or even depend, on needing permission for self-care and 
genuine self-expression.  

I wonder – is it hard for you to give yourself permission to make 
mistakes, learn and grow? Or like me, do you often become trapped 
by the need to do something “right” or “worthwhile” or “good”?  

How do we allow ourselves to be truly loved by God, regardless of 
our “contribution” or whether what we’re doing is any “good”?  
How do we give ourselves permission to simply be held by a God 
who loves us just as we are?  

Most of us have said “I’m often my worst enemy” at some time. Jesus challenges us to love our enemies.  
Can we love our enemies when we don’t love ourselves? 

 

 

https://psychcentral.com/lib/the-health-benefits-of-journaling
https://events.humanitix.com/synod-international-women-s-day
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A weekend of diversity and inclusion under one roof.  Sacrededge brings Artists, Musicians and Storytellers together 

into a unique community over the Sacrededge weekend.  Conversation and deep listening, music, stories and dance, 

art and ocean labyrinth, food and fun, concerts and workshops… with indigenous, refugee, environmental, 

LGBTIQA+ and disability advocates, all with their own particular spiritual focus.  

https://unitingqueenscliff.org.au/sacrededge-festival/
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LENTEN RESOURCES 

Hearing Luke’s Gospel Afresh:  

Studies on the third Gospel for Individuals and Groups 

By Philip Liebelt 

Phillip Liebelt is a retired UCA minister, Biblical story-

teller and writer who is committed to Community 

Development, Social Justice and advocacy and living 

in Warranabool, Vic.  

Order his Bible studies: philipliebelt@gmail.com  

Mobile: 0400 631 264 

mailto:phlipliebelt@gmail.com
https://coventrypress.com.au/money-talks
https://victas.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Day-is-Done-1.pdf
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2nd March Clean Up Australia Day 

4th March Shrove Tuesday—Pancake Day Fundraiser Uniting 

5th March Ash Wednesday 

7th March  World Day of Prayer—Cook Islands  Resources (Page 6) 

6th March 

2-4pm 

International Women’s Day  
@ Centre of Theology & Ministry, 29 College Cresent, Parkville Rego 

8th March Camino Walk @ Airey’s Inlet (page 7) 

12th March 

7:30—9:30pm 

Back to the Future: Looking to Genesis to address Climate Change.   

Ecotheology Lecturer Mick Pope @ Brunswick Uniting Church, 212 Sydney Rd. 

16th March John Wesley Political World Registration 

@ Wesley UCA 148 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne 

20th March National Close the Gap Day 

22nd March 

9:15am-4:15pm 

Lay Preacher Association & AGM  
@ Centre of Theology & Ministry, 29 College Cresent, Parkville (page 5) 

2nd—4th May Sacred Edge Rego 

@ Queenscliff UCA (page 8) 

https://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/cook-islands-i-made-you-wonderful-wdp-project-2025/
https://events.humanitix.com/synod-international-women-s-day
https://victas.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/UCHS-event-John-Wesley-s-Political-World.jpg
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1315704
https://unitingqueenscliff.org.au/sacrededge-festival/

